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The Case Study of Elementary Special
Education Teachers Enrolling in
In-service Training Programs for

Professional Development in

Practicing Diagnosis and Assessment

Y u-Fang Chung Mei-Ying Chien
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National Dong Hwa University

Abstract

The diagnosis and assessment are usually undertaken by special education teachers as
criteria to help students with special needs. It is important for special education teachers to
continue to be involved in in-service training to develop and enhance their profession in
practicing diagnosis and assessment. This research was carried out by adopting a
qualitative cases-study approach; there were four elementary special education teachers
participating in this research and the data were collected by using in-depth interviews and
document collection. This research was aimed to explore the influences of elementary
special education teachers enrolling in in-service training programs upon their professional
development in three dimensions of practicing diagnosis and assessment including “basic
knowledge and skills”, “assessment knowledge and skills’’, and “personal traits'’.

Keywords: diagnosis and assessment, in-service training programs, professional
development, special education teachers
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