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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore the learning experience of discussing life and
death with elementary gifted students in the affective curriculum. Qualitative data were
collected through semi-structured interviews with thirty gifted students in this course. This
study started with the characteristics and needs of gifted students and discussed why and
how to talk to gifted students about life and death. The researcher’s class for gifted students
was used to implement the exploratory teaching where the issues of life and death were
discussed with the students in order to explore the meaning of these topics to the gifted
students. The results identified that talking about life and death with gifted students could
meet the needs of spiritual exploration. The results from this exploratory intervention also
revealed that the participants could have positive changes in the understanding of
death-related experiences, and adapt more positive attitudes towards life.

Keywords: Gifted student, life and death, affective curriculum, life education
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