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Abstract

Children with specific language impairment are those with normal intelligence and no
sensory, motion, and neurological dysfunction. However, these children show lower level
than their physiological age in comprehension, expression, reading and writing, which
affect their learning performance at school. The deficits of language in this group of
children may not be revealed in the standardized language tests, but in the assessments of
oral narrative, there are usually various difficulties facing different aspects. Such
assessment results can lead to clear understanding of language ability of children with
specific language impairments.

This article explains the way in which oral narratives are evaluated, how to collect
narrative samples, conduct transcriptions, and analyze narrative content such as
macrostructures, microstructures, speech disruptions, and speech rates. Finally, the
literature proves the differences between children with language impairments and typical
peers in the oral narratives assessments. The results indicate that oral narrative assessments
can indeed reveal the language deficits of children with language impairments, is and an
important language assessment tool.

Keywords: oral narratives, language samples, children with language impairments, specific

language impairment
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