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Abstract

This research aimed to explore the quality of life of senior high school students who
were deaf and hard of hearing (DHH)and educated at general educational classrooms in
Taiwan. A self-developed questionnaire covering 6 domains was used in this study:
Personal interaction,social acceptance, social emotion, independence, living environment,
and psychological well-being. The participants of the present study included
425students(10th to 12th grades) who were DHH and educated at general educational
classrooms in Taiwan. A 5-point Likert scale was employed to measure the dimension for
each item from very satisfied (5) to very dissatisfied (1). The results showed that regarding
the score of overall quality of life, there was a significant differencebetween DHH students
educated at different types of senior high school, i.e., DHH students educated at regular
senior high schools scored significantly higher than those educated at skill-based senior
high schools. Besides, there were significant differences between students educated at
different types of senior high school concerning the domains of social acceptance, living
environment, and independence. Furthermore, DHH students using oral communication
mode with their parents perceived a satisfactory level significantly higher than those using
sign language with their parents in the domain of personal interaction. Finally, there was a
significant difference between DHH students with different maternal educationallevels in
the domains of social acceptance and living environment.

Keywords:deaf and hard of hearing, senior high school, skill-based high school, quality of life
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