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Abstract

Deafblind students face great challenges in language learning due to both visual and
auditory impairment. This study aimed to teach deafblind students to understand and
express braille vocabulary and sentence patterns by using a tactile calendar system teaching
program,which was designed according to the personal traits, interests, daily routines, and
everyday situations of deafblind students. The case study method was adopted in the
research and the data were collected including braille dialogue corpus between the teacher
and the student, sentence patterns of the deafblind student, the teacher’s teaching journal
and reflection notes, and interview materials of people involved in this study. It was
intended to explore what teaching methods used in the calendar system teaching program,
what influence it had on the subject, a third grade congenitally deafblind student, lan’s
braille sentence patterns in writing, and how he performed braille writing. The results
indicated the following conclusions:
1. Avariety of questioning teaching methods and all means of communication were used by

the teacher to assist lan to practice different sentence patterns in braille writing.

2. The calendar system teaching program was beneficial to lan to establish vocabulary
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concepts, construct braille sentence patterns and develop language ability.

3. Ian’s braille sentence patterns not only increased gradually in semantic consistency, the
number of complete sentences, and the mean length of utterances, but also developed the
form of short essay when writing journal.

Keywords: calendar system, deafblind student, sentence patterns of braille writing
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